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The weeks wore on, and meanwhile the compromise remained an
unredeemed promise. The Indians and the Chinese had unilaterally
fulfilled their undertaking but they had neither the power nor the means
to make the Government do likewise. Whether or not Smuts wilfully
broke a promise rightly forms the subject-matter of Satyagrdha in
South Africa. "He has wrecked/* Gandhiji says, "a whole compromise
to avoid the possible accession...of two thousand Asiatics...V In fact.
Smuts went one better; he was prepared to let the 2,000 Asiatics,
outside the Colony come in if .only he could get the resident Indians to
barter away the rights of those whom they did not represent and colla-
borate with the Government in keeping out a handful of educated
Asiatics. He sought not merely, as he claimed, to limit and reduce the
Asiatic population of the Colony but to deprive it, as Gandhiji
argued, of the leadership necessary for its "organic growth". On the
other hand, Gandhiji was importunate in his entreaties with the
Colonial Secretary and unremitting in his advice to his own country-
men. In either case he spoke in cadences of utter earnestness and,
indeed, to some his advice must have sounded harsh, touched as it
was with a self-denying ability to see the other point of view* **A
Dialogue on the Compromise" (pp. 76-86) is a model of political
persuasion and it was laughably absurd to have called this "humble
interpreter" an instigator. It was in the implementation of the
laconic compromise letter that Smuts' reservations became progres-
sively manifest. The refugees who left the Colony before the Boer
War might come in; the five hundred with Dutch certificates might
stay on and the thousand without might come in too* Asiatics might
even have recourse to courts of law against Chamney's decisions
on the domiciliary claims of voluntary registrants. But, on the ques-
tion of educated Asiatics, General Smuts was unrelenting. He would
not repeal the Asiatic Registration Act unless the Indians agreed to
his interpretation of the Immigrants' Restriction Act and thereby
endorsed the complete exclusion, in future, of their educated country-
men from the Colony. The failure of the compromise was announced
on June 22. And Asiatics were now worse off than they were before
voluntary registration.

Meanwhile the spectre of the obnoxious law had been revived. On
May 12, the redoubtable Mr. Chamney declared that Asiatics enter-
ing the Colony after May 9 had to register under it. Smuts confirmed
22 that the Act was to be retained on the Statute-book and,
7, Tslb(. Chimney warned, that Asiatic traders would have to
the Act and affix their thumb-impressions on their
satyagraha, was j resumed, A technique of
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